Forestry 545
Technical Communication Skills (II)
Scientific Writing

Winter Session January 2018 

Instructor:  Dr Sue Watts
Scheduled time:  Friday 9:00 am – noon.  January 5th – April 6th , 2018
Location:  Forest Sciences Centre 1613   Note use of computer lab (1404) for weeks 2 and 3
Course Outline
Introduction to the skills necessary to write effective scientific reports, journal articles and theses. This course is 3 credits. Most of the material will be presented through lectures by the instructor. At the beginning of the term, students will be divided into discussion groups that will span disciplines. Students will regularly break into these groups to discuss specific topics and, at times, to work on class assignments. The practice of scientific writing will form a large component of this course.

After completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand the importance and purpose of scientific writing

2. Work with the latest methods to obtain scientific literature using citation indexes
3. Critically compare key journals in their area of research

4. Organize ideas in a structured way in preparation for journal writing
5. Critically review, edit and improve the fluency of technical publications

6. Understand what is needed to prepare a well written journal article and thesis

Course Schedule

Friday Jan 5 (Week 1)  Introduction to the course. Discussion of course assignments.
Friday Jan 12 (Week 2)  Online demonstration by Sally Taylor (Woodward Library). Comparing journals using tools such as Web of Science, Journal Citation Reports, Ulrich’s and SHERPA/RoMEO.

Assignment #1: Writing assignment to compare journals in your area of interest – due Jan 26
Friday Jan 19 (Week 3)  Online demonstration by Sally Taylor (Woodward Library). Searching the forestry literature and using Mendeley or RefWorks to manage citations and format bibliographies.

Friday Jan 26 (Week 4)  Ground plan for writing.  Identifying hypotheses and conclusions. How is your work related to current knowledge? Topic outline and sentence outline.

Homework:  Reading assignment to preview sample abstracts 

Friday Feb 2 (Week 5)  Title, authors, copyright and abstract.  Includes group discussion on abstracts. 
Assignment #2:  Writing assignment to prepare an abstract for a selected paper – due Mar 2
Friday Feb 9 (Week 6)  Introduction.  Includes formulating a hypothesis. Open discussion on journal publishing with Nicholas Coops (Editor, Canadian Journal of Remote Sensing).
Assignment #3: Writing assignment to write an introduction to your research proposal – due March 17
Friday Feb 16 (Week 7)  Methods and results (I). Includes tables




Friday Feb 23 (Week 8)  Mid-term break. No classes
Friday Mar 2 (Week 9)  Results (II).  Includes figures and statistics.  
Friday Mar 9 (Week 10)  Discussion and references.
Friday Mar 16 (Week 11)  Polishing the style of your writing (I).
Friday Mar 23 (Week 12)  Polishing the style of your writing (II).

Assignment #4:  Optional assignment to re-write articles for improved fluency – due April 6
Friday Mar 30 (Week 13)  Good Friday. No classes
Friday Apr 6 (Week 14)  Thesis Writing at UBC.
Course Assessments
Student grades will be assigned on the basis of the following maximum scores:

10% for overall participation in the course (engaging in class discussion)


25% for assignment #1

25% for assignment #2


40% for assignment #3 (optional 4th assignment to replace grade for ass #3)
Contact Information

Sue Watts (Instructor)
Room 2718, Forest Sciences Centre

604.822.6316   sue.watts@ubc.ca
TBA (TA)   
Course website   http://suewatts.forestry.ubc.ca/frst-545/
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