Forestry 544
Technical Communication Skills (I)
Oral

Fall Session 2019
Instructor:

Dr Sue Watts
Wednesdays 1:30 – 4:30  Section 101  FSC 1615
Thursdays 9:30 – 12:30  Section 102  FSC 1615
Course Outline
The calendar describes this 3 credit course as principles and practice of oral presentations.  

By successfully completing the course you will be able to communicate well in scientific topics. Your skill set will include oral presentations in science, poster presentations, the basics of scientific writing as well as receiving and giving constructive feedback.

The course delivery will include a combination of lectures, workshops and in-class student presentations. You will not be taught computer skills, although computer knowledge will be assumed for all course participants.

Course Schedule

Wednesday/Thursday Sept 4/5 (Week 1) 

Student introductions, TA introduction, reconciliation of course conflicts and introduction to the material to be covered in the course. Course assignments, presentation tools and course assessments will be discussed. Specific requests from course participants will be invited.

Wednesday/Thursday Sept 11/12 (Week 2)
Lecture on oral presentation skills. How to critique someone else’s oral presentation and how to present this critique in a written format. During the course, each student will be asked to attend 3 talks of their own choice and prepare written critiques of these presentations. Details on expectations of these assignments will be provided.
Wednesday/Thursday Sept 18/19 (Week 3)

Important elements of research poster preparation and the basic elements of design. Following this class, each student will be expected to select a research poster from those already on display in the building (or any other buildings) and provide a written critique of the poster. In the second half of this class, Jamie Myers (Graphics Coordinator in the Faculty) will be lecturing on the basics of graphic design.
Wednesday/Thursday Sept 25/26 – Nov 27/28 (Week 4 to Week 13)

Individual student oral presentations to the group. Each student will be expected to give one 5-8 minute and one 10-15 minute presentation. Participants will be graded on their own presentations and on their feedback (oral and written) to peer presentations.
Course Website

http://suewatts.forestry.ubc.ca/frst-544/
Course Assessment 
Student grades will be assigned on the basis of the following maximum scores:

10% for overall participation in the course (asking/answering questions in class)

40% for the 2 oral presentations

25% for written critique of 2 scientific lectures
15% for written critique of 1 scientific poster 

10% for written feedback provided on peer presentations.

Instructor Contact Information

Sue Watts

Second Floor, Forest Sciences Centre

Room 4603
604-822-6316

sue.watts@ubc.ca
Phone, email or drop by for an appointment.

TA Contact Information

Drake Mboowa
dmbooowa@mail.ubc.ca
Email for an appointment.
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