
Forestry 547 oral presentations and final written report

ORAL PRESENTATIONS:

November 22 / November 29, 2019
The objective of the course is to demonstrate that you have obtained an understanding of the environmental, social, cultural and economic complexities of BC forests and forestry. You are free to craft your final paper and talk any way you want as long as you remember that this is the ultimate objective. You are free to focus on one or more individual issues, but it is expected that you will put this in the context of all that you have been presented and have learned. In particular, we encourage you to comment on the impact and relation of your topic on the other topics you are not focusing on. Also, we encourage you to think about the policies and practical applications of the issue that you are discussing. 
The format of the oral presentation is up to you, but we anticipate that you may wish to use PowerPoint. You are responsible for putting the PPT presentation on a memory stick. 

Each presentation should have a title, an introduction that includes the objectives of the talk and a brief outline of the main content or points you will present. The main content should be well organized into subsections that are clearly introduced as you go through your talk. There should be a conclusion section that summarizes the talk and emphasizes the main points and/or conclusions. You will be given 10 minutes to present and then we will have a few minutes to briefly address questions/feedback.

For those registered in Forestry 544, it is expected that you demonstrate what you have learned in your presentations there. For those who are not in 544, remember to project your voice, modulate your voice (no quiet, monotone presentations please), engage the entire audience with eye contact during the talk, avoid “ums”, “errs” and “you knows” – verbal crutches. You should know your material well enough that you do not need to read your notes – use of cue cards is ok, but these should be in point form so that you are not tempted to read them. Full text notes do not work – you will find it hard to resist reading them if you get stuck. Be enthusiastic about your talk and display interest and energy in the presentation. Put yourself in the place of the audience – what do you like to hear and see in a good oral presentation?

You will need to practice the presentation to ensure that you get the timing right. We cannot go over 10 minutes per presentation due to time constraints.  If you need help in preparing the presentation, talk to a student who is in 544 or contact Sue or Emmanuel. 

FINAL REPORT:

The final report should be based on your oral presentation, but will probably be an expanded version – we hope that the questions and discussions after each talk will help you think through and improve your material for the paper. Your paper should be written as an essay and should be between 10-12 pages written text (plus references). Please select a 12 point font and double spacing. You can use 1.5 line spacing for your end references if you prefer. The Forestry 545 and 547 websites have some material listed which you may find helpful. In particular, there is a good article on scientific writing by Ken Lertzman that you can download from the 547 website. 
Remember that the objective of this course is for you to be able to make informed comment on the issues facing BC forestry today. You can focus on one or more issues (environmental, social, cultural or economic) but your topic should be presented in the context of what you have learned in this course. Although you may choose to write on only one specific topic, you should also comment on the possible consequences for the issues you are not focusing on.

Your paper should take the format of a formal research essay. As such, your essay should advance a thesis by building and demonstrating in-depth knowledge of the topic (Godsall, 2006). Your paper must have a title, and should begin with an introduction where you introduce your research problem and formulate your argument. The discussion component should constitute the main body of your essay (this part is worth 25%). Your paper should finish with a well-developed conclusion, where you refer back to your initial argument and present your findings. You must include references that are properly cited in the main body of your paper and are properly formatted in the literature cited section at the end of your paper.
Due date: 
An electronic copy of your assignment must be sent to Emmanuel Adoasi-Ahyiah at adoasi94@mail.ubc.ca by Friday December 6 at noon. Only Word files will be accepted. A penalty will be applied to late assignments. Your graded paper will be returned to you via email.
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